Brayden Bellant
U5:L9-11: Writing Explanatory Text Portfolio Directions
Choose a general topic from the following list. Use the pre-reading steps in your lessons to plan an informative explanatory essay about the topic. You will spend the next few lessons writing an essay on the topic you choose.
· Marine habitats
· Ocean pollution
· Invasive ocean species
· Inland seas

1. Select an idea from the list and think of a topic you would like to write about. Use a concept web to plan out more specific main ideas for each paragraph in your essay.

Sample Concept Web:
I selected Ocean pollution and chose the topic “Threats to Coral Reefs” within that category. Now, I want to list some of these threats I already know about.
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2. Conduct Research to help guide your essay and provide facts and statistics. 

3. Create an outline for your essay. You will want to include an introduction, 2-3 body paragraphs, and a conclusion in your outline.
Sample Outline:
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4. Use the outline in step 3 and your facts from step 2 to write the Draft of your essay. This should be in paragraph form, with an introduction, 2-3 body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Don’t forget to include the following in each paragraph:
a. Introduction: 
i. Use a hook to get the reader’s attention (quote, fact, or question)
ii. Introduce the topic and why it is important
iii. Outline the main ideas of your essay
b. Body: Main Idea (repeat these steps for all body paragraphs)
i. Use a transitional word or phrase (First, Next, One, etc.)
ii. State the main idea of the paragraph
iii. Include 2-3 supporting details (data, statistics, facts, anecdotes, reasoning, etc.)
c. Conclusion: 
i. Use concluding transitional words and phrases (In conclusion, As you can see, etc.)
ii. Restate the topic/main idea from the introduction
iii. Restate the outline of the main ideas from the introduction
iv. Closing thought (a quote, a question, or a call to action)

5. Once you have written your draft, it is time to Edit and Revise your essay. 

6. You will need to Add a Bibliography at the end of your essay, once it has been edited and revised. 
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L Introduction
A. Crisis in Great Barrier Reef

B. Bleaching in reefs worldwide

. Warming Ocean Temperatures
A. Extra CO, in air is absorbed by oceans
B. How CO, in ocean warms water

C. Effects of higher temperatures

Coral Bleaching
A. Role of algae in reefs’ health
B. Stressed coral

C. Condition of bleached coral

IV. Conclusion

A. Bleaching of coral s a significant problem

B. We need to stop ocean temperatures from getting warmer in order to

save the coral




